Cryptosporidiosis in birds--a review.
The morphology, life cycle, maintenance, host specificity, incidence of Cryptosporidium species infecting birds, as well as the epidemiology, clinical signs, pathology, immunology, diagnosis, therapy, and control of avian cryptosporidiosis are reviewed. Based on the accepted criteria used for differentiation of Cryptosporidium isolates into valid species, this review places the validity of C. meleagridis in doubt and suggests that C. meleagridis isolated from birds is very closely related to, or identical with C. parvum infecting more than 100 species of mammals.